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1. Purpose of Study
Korean vocational colleges have contributed to the remarkable development 
of the economy by meeting the needs for manpower from industries. 
However, it does not now actively respond to the various needs from the 
lifelong learning society. The concept of the lifelong vocational education in 
this research refers to vocational learning programs and systems that could be 
offered for everyone in society without limitations of times and places. The 
reasons why vocational colleges need to promote the lifelong vocational 
education could be approached from three standpoints.
First, recent amendment of ‘The Higher Education Law’ which allowed for 
two-year vocational colleges to open bachelor degree courses, made it difficult 
to find the differences between four-year universities and two-year vocational 
colleges. This change implies that vocational colleges need to promote the 
lifelong vocational education for both adult learners and traditional students. 
Secondly, the new Korean Government, which began in 2012, announced 
various national agenda including lifelong education policies. Therefore, 
vocational colleges need to promote the lifelong vocational education so as to 
lead the excellent role over higher education institutes. Thirdly, 
socio-economic changes in the nation implies that vocational colleges need to 
promote the lifelong vocational education for the early retired, baby-boomers, 
and the old who still need jobs for their late lives. Based on the current 
situation, this study aims at analyzing the current situation of the lifelong 
vocational education in vocational colleges and exploring initiatives and tasks 
that the Government and vocational colleges need to follow in order to cope 
with the needs from society.
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2. Research Methods
This study adopts several research methods. A review of the related 
literature is carried out, focusing on current situation and problems of the 
lifelong vocational education in vocational colleges. A series of conferences 
were held with government authorities, vocational educators, and authorities 
from industries with a view to developing initiatives and tasks for the 
promotion of the lifelong vocational education in vocational colleges. To 
conduct surveys, categories of questions to be analyzed were developed and 
selected. The main purposes of the surveys were to investigate the current 
status of the lifelong vocational education in vocational colleges and to draw 
ideas for government policies and initiatives of vocational colleges. The 
sample size of the survey for authorities in vocational colleges were 79 cases 
and that of the survey for authorities in industrial firms were 64 cases. 
Finally, a seminar was held to present the outcomes of this study and discuss 
the feasibility of the proposed initiatives and tasks.
3. Policy Recommendations
A set of initiatives and tasks are suggested to cope with the needs for the 
promotion of the lifelong vocational education in vocational colleges. 
① The Government needs to develop ‘Korean Lifelong Vocational 
Education Model’ including proper time periods, contents of learning, 
and target groups in accordance with typical developmental stages of 
Korean people in society. The vocational colleges need to implement 
proper programs and systems within this model.
② The Government needs to develop ‘Korean Qualification Framework’ for 
maintaining the transparency and equivalence of outcomes achieved 
through the lifelong vocational education.
③ ‘National Coordinating Committee’ needs to be newly organized to avoid 
the overlapping problems among policies for the lifelong vocational 
education from each governmental departments concerned.
④ The concept of the lifelong vocational education needs to be changed to 
cope with the changes in the Korean society. For this purpose, the 
Government needs to amend ‘The Vocational Education and Training 
Promotion Law’ into ‘The Lifelong Vocational Education Promotion 
Law.’
⑤ The Government needs to give priority to the disadvantaged in society in 
offering opportunities and programs of the lifelong vocational education. 
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⑥ The Government should support vocational colleges that are making 
efforts to reflect various needs from the labour markets into their 
curriculum.
⑦ The Government needs to develop and diffuse ‘The Standard Manual 
for the Lifelong Vocational Education’ so as to help those vocational 
colleges that start programs and systems of the lifelong vocational 
education in recent times.
